
OLVER ANNOUNCES $4.64 MILLION FOR PUBLIC TRANSIT IN NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that he secured $4.64 million for transportation projects in north Worcester County in the House Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004. The earmarks will fund projects to expand and maintain Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) Authority facilities and services.

         "This is an excellent start for the Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill," Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for transportation priorities in north Worcester County."

         Olver made the announcement today during ceremonies celebrating new transit facilities in the cities of Fitchburg and Leominster.

         The full Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies and included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be approved by the House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

MART Advanced Vehicle Locator System: $240,000
         MART has established an Advanced Vehicle Locator (AVL) pilot program with 65 vehicles. This additional funding would allow MART to expand the AVL system with Global Positioning and routing software for another 50 vehicles in their demand-response fleet.  With this additional software MART will be able to use the AVL system in a better and more cost effective manner.  

         "Expanding this program will allow MART to serve a larger population of elderly, handicapped, and economically disadvantaged," Olver said. 

         Previously, Olver secured $595,000 in federal funding for this program.

MART Regional Transit Storage Facility: $2.4 million
         This earmark will fund the construction of a storage facility adjacent to the existing MART garage on Water Street in Fitchburg to house approximately 100 vans and buses. This facility will be constructed on property that is already owned by the transit authority.  Currently, 120 of MART's 160-vehicle fleet are stored outside and are susceptible to the elements and vandalism. Indoor storage will extend the life of the vehicles.

         "This new facility will ensure that MART's fleet is safe and well maintained to better serve local residents," Olver said. 

MART Bus and Bus Facility: $1.25 million
         This earmark will fund the acquisition of three to four alternative fuel vehicles by MART for use on its fixed route services in Fitchburg and Leominster. With these additional vehicles MART will be able to provide more efficient and less polluting transit services to the communities in its service area.

         "I am very pleased that MART is looking to use emission free vehicles that provide quality transit services while protecting the environment," Olver said. 

MART Maintenance Facility: $750,000
         This earmark will fund the purchase of land, and architectural and engineering services for the design and construction of a much needed maintenance facility in Gardner.  Currently, MART rents space that is insufficient for its needs. MART's operation will greatly benefit from a modern storage and maintenance facility.
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